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Do it? Derek [Griffin 00:00:04]. You make it [inaudible 00:00:08]. Okay let's see if
we can get this done. Okay. That's fine, that's fine. Yeah. Not a problem man, any
way I can help you. Yes. Derek Griffin. Right now I'm 45. 22. [inaudible 00:00:44]
22. Yes. First crime I ever committed. When I was a kid I was really a nuisance
and that's really probably led to me getting so much time when I did get in
trouble. I used to get away with a lot of stuff and then when I was in school, you
know I always stayed in trouble so it's kind of a pattern of bad behavior. Of bad
choices. Yeah, I would say I was a nuisance. I would get away with stuff, usually.
I'm from a small town. [Lufkin 00:01:26], Texas. No, Lufkin, Lufkin. Yeah. My
mom, my stepfather, but ... It was a big unconcern you know. My mom worked
all the time. My stepfather was really unconcerned and then you know, the crack
epidemic came and then that kind of blow the doors off our house.
My real father was nowhere- I didn't meet him till later on, till I was much older.
Oh man I got 11 of them, but in that household it was just me and my oldest
sister and my youngest sister and my baby brother. Two sisters, one brother.
State school. Yes, the state school was the Lufkin State School, it was for
mentally ill children. No, children, children, and some adults also. Very young.
For some reason I think I was just pissed off because I didn't have my biological
father there, by him not being there and it's like I wanted to be like everybody
else there, their father's there and I didn't. For some strange reason I didn't
understand why and I just used to be upset about it, didn't know it. I didn't
understand it at the time. I wanted attention and I couldn't get it and so I started
doing stuff that ordinarily most kids wouldn't do. It started with fighting in school
and then graduated from fighting to crimes. You know it was petty crimes at first
and then we got- As time goes, you know I progress.
You know once you progress you just graduate, you don't ever stay the same. It
started with the little old things like in the stores and stuff like that and then you
know, it gets bigger and bigger. If you don't get stopped it just keeps growing.
There was no stop gap. Back in those days I feel like I didn't have a lot of choices.
You know, when you were just a child you were just living in your understanding
of a life. You don't know whether to go right or left, you just want to go. When it
was available, you know with children, we try to take it. I made a lot of mistakes
doing that. I was into sports, but it wasn't good enough. You know when you're
poor, and I'm not using poor as an excuse and I'm giving you an interview
because I want you to feel sorry for me, I'm giving this to you because I want you
to understand what's really going on with us. Being poor and you being around
your classmates and you don't have much and your classmate has it.
They had their parents and they have clothes and they're clean and they're this
and they're that and you know, you don't have that. So you have to resort to
what you, only thing that's there. There isn't lot there. So I took advantage of
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what little bit that was there. Eventually that's how I started selling drugs. Oh
man I was 16-17, I was just a kid, 16 at the most. Not very big, that's the home of
[Dez Bryant 00:05:06] he had an article in "Men's Journal" and he talked about
some of the same stuff that I'm talking about. He grew up in the same
environment that I grew up in, so the things he went through I went through
before he was there. I was part of the reason some of the stuff happened to him
happened to him. I knew his mom and his father, they were my neighbors at
some point. Dez Bryant played for the Cowboys. Yeah, he had a, did an article in
"Men's Journal" and he talked about this.
He talked about Lufkin and that's what I'm trying to do is give you an idea of the
environment down there. It seemed like its country and slow, but it's a lot of
drugs there, a lot of drugs. Yeah. Yeah, yeah, I'll agree with you. Yeah. Exactly.
Exactly. I didn't have those opportunities. I didn't get my GED till I got to prison
and after years of college, and that's when I discovered that I can write. I
discovered that I write, I can write movies and books and a number of other
things that I've already written, but I didn't know that. Just like Dez I got the
people behind me now that feel that, they believe in me now, but what if I would
have had this years ago when I was 16? Or younger? I didn't have those
opportunities. That's the big thing about us poor people, and I'm not using black
as an excuse because black is not an excuse to make bad choices. Bad choices are
bad choices.
Choices don't have color on it, choices don't have color barriers, so being black is
not an excuse. It's just bad choices. When you're young like that you're limited to
what you can and what you can't do. Families feel like they're providing for us,
but they're really not providing for us because we are lacking. We are lacking in a
lot of areas. No. I agree with you, but at the same token I'm more now, as I done
got older, I try not to use it as a crutch. I try not to use my mistakes as a crutch
either. I embrace my mistakes, but at the same token I try to grow from my
mistakes and maybe somebody else maybe won't make these same mistakes
that I made. While I'm sitting here my children have suffered years of neglect
and they're making some really, really poor choices. My daughter has been
incarcerated, she was 15 when she got incarcerated. My youngest daughter
going through a lot of drama now, and they have children, and my grandchildren
going to probably suffer as well.
The generations, it never stops. It goes on and on and on until somebody stands
up and stops it, and that's my goal, is to try to stop it. I agree with you. We about
to see. There is no benefit. I mean I done went to college, I done did everything I
could do, and that this place can offer. I've graduated everything. I got stacks of
certificates. Now, all these years have been wasted. I finally discovered and got
the help that I was actually innocent in the first place. I shouldn't have ever been
here, but being a nuisance in a small town, this is the type of justice you get.
When you're a poor you can't afford the lawyers and the expert witnesses. They
tend to trump up charges against you and throw you away. Then 20 years or 25
years down the line, then you discover that you're actually innocent. I had to get
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some people like you, expert witnesses to come in and prove that I was actually
innocent, but I'm still sitting here. I was charged with murder.
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Yes, I got the information from the expert witnesses right here. I was hoping to
get you a copy of all the information and their credentials. This is yours. Yes, this
is all your information here. Yes. Yes. I wrote them. I wrote every innocence
project in the United States. Most of the time I get is, they don't, they're limited
in what they can do, their funds are short and they'll put you on a waiting list.
I've been on a waiting list for at least four years. I had some help, but the guy
passed away. He died on me. Now I got a few more people that's trying to help
also. It's like- It's an uphill battle also. Yes, I ain't give up hope, no, by a long shot.
I'm not giving up at all. I've been fighting all these years, I'm not going to stop. I
mean if something come out of this situation where I can get some help, fine. If
not, I'm still not going to stop. The reason I was doing the fighting man because I
was, you know in the sixth grade that's when the ridicule, the bullying.
I wasn't the bully at the time, I was getting bullied and being ridiculed is, no child
wants to be ridiculed. I want to be just like everybody else, but to be spotlighted
and be called poor and you don't have this and you don't have that, and
everything you do is highlighted and it's bad enough you're poor, and then on
top of being poor you're being embarrassed around your classmates. Then the
only thing a child can do, like I done, was start a fight. That's my only mechanism
that I knew. Yeah. Exactly. When I was a child at some point it was like that.
Yeah, the small things. It's not the big things, it's the small stuff. Most kids, what I
discovered with me, I simply wanted to be just like everybody else, a functional
child just like everybody else. Once I saw that I was into these fights, once I
started- When it crept up into these situations, then that's when, you know one
thing led to another.
Excuse me? No. No. No, I wouldn't say that. Over the years man, from that point
as I grew, I stayed in the, I graduated to the streets more or less. I had children
when I was too young. 18, I had four kids at 18. By four different girls. That was
really, really stupid, but it happened. It was another way of trying to be accepted
by my peers. You know? You selling drugs, you supposedly have all the girls and
you supposedly have all this and I let go. That led to more problems. The
problems don't get smaller, they get bigger. From that point you know, things
kind of went extremely down hill fast. It was like sliding on a razor blade into a
pool of alcohol. Having all those kids and all those responsibilities at once was,
it's overwhelming for a child. My mom had to be 20, in her twenties. I'm, she's
40-something now, I mean I'm 45, she's 60-something now so she had to be
around ... Oh she was in her teens. She was a teenage mom. 19. I'm willing to say
18-19 years old.
No. No. Yeah. Yeah, exactly, I agree with you. My mom was for the most part,
she was there for us, she worked, she did the best she could do with the
resources she had, but it was limited. I had my grandparents, you know I had
other family members, but you know even though they were there, they get old
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too. You know, they get tired. No, never in foster care, never. Yeah, at one point
my stepfather, we got into a serious altercation. There was some abuse going on
and I told my grandfather, my grandfather came and it was a big altercation and
he moved me into his for a little while. No, back in those days, sure the police
didn't get involved when you getting whooped like that. Could have been,
because if it was I probably wouldn't have gotten all those beatings. I actually, I
actually wrote my life story. I'm finished with it, the rough draft and I went into
great, great details of my childhood.
I went into great details to make sure that other people out there, if they're
experiencing it, then we know the options and let them know there's other
options, other than the options that I made. I dug deep as I could and I explored
it and I looked and I seen man, and I seen a lot of stuff as a child that I shouldn't
have seen. I seen too many people get killed or too many people get hurt. Come
from a small town, there's things that I seen that I shouldn't have seen as a child
and I wrote about them. I wouldn't say it was traumatizing, but I would say, I
would be bold enough to say it was mind boggling, the stuff that I've seen as a
child. You know, as I say as I got older, you know in the 80s, drugs, cocaine just
overwhelmed Lufkin. It was everywhere and just took, it took my stepfather and
just, he just got off into it and he started selling it and then I started seeing drugs.
I started seeing a lot of drugs.
Then it went from one thing to another. Just seeing what he was doing and
seeing the money that he was making and then not having money and seeing
him having money like that, it made me want to do the same thing and have the
same kind of money. Yeah. I know, but that's, I was a child, that's the options.
Yeah. Yeah. That's the problem. That's the problem. Stuff like that would help
tremendously. The small stuff, it doesn't have to be the big stuff. I've even drawn
up a thing called the tragedy house. It's just my idea. It's something before the
tragedy, it's something during the tragedy and it's something after the tragedy.
More than a lot of times man, a lot of kids don't want to talk about it. I've grown
up with girls that was abused by uncles. I've grown up with dudes that was
abused by their parents. I was abused by my parent, my stepfather. I was abused
by my stepfather because he, my real father, because he wasn't there.
That's a sort of abuse and a lot of people that I associated with over the years,
and I found out as I got older, as I went through this prison thing, they start
opening up to me and I encountered a lot of people that was abused or
neglected, or both. We all end up in places like this, and the thing of it is, is a lot
of times our parents are so poor that they have to work to try to survive, to feed
everybody and by them working, it gives a child an opportunity to explore. A
parent can't work and watch their child constantly because you know, especially
with a child like me, I was always inquisitive. I was always trying to find
something to do or get off into something. That was my biggest problem. Yes, I
agree. Yeah, I agree. It's easier. Yes, but no, at the same token, I was playing
sports when I was coming up. I played football, baseball, boxing, I did it all. It
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wasn't going anywhere, it was the same thing I was getting in school. Same
ridicule.
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I had uncles that had cafes man, and those cafes you know you're just
bootlegging and drug selling and women and I was there. When I was going
around those, my uncle Frank's, there was all these little hustles that I could do
to make a little money. It stuck with me. You know, one thing led to another and
another, it was like I was groomed to be caught up in this hustle thing. I wish that
I wasn't introduced to a lot of it, but it's the environment that I was growing up
in. I was in. That's just what the environment was. 50 years. Yes. Never been in
prison in my life. No, I won't see parole for two-two and half more years. I got to
do half of the 50 years, that's the way the laws work down here. You do half of
whatever sentence you have flat, then you come up for parole. Yeah, 25 years,
then there's no guarantee that I'll make parole.
Even though I'm innocent, even though I'm, even though that, I can prove I'm
innocent, I'm still at the whims of these people. Yeah, they want you to admit to
the crime. It's like, I got the evidence to prove that I didn't do it, which you put
me in a situation where I have to lie, but you don't want me to lie. You want me
to be honest to get free, but if I'm honest and get free I won't get free. So it's a
catch-22. If I tell you the truth, then you're not going to let me go, but if I lie to
you then you'll let me go. Yes. Yeah, they do that. Yes, it's crazy. No. That's what
they do. At the same token I'm not putting it all on administration. I could look at
it like this too, but when I got here I started immediately going to college. I
started immediately trying to make changes. I started immediately doing the
stuff that I needed to do to get out of here, and this was 25 years ago, 20something odd years ago.
I immediately went to college, I immediately started trades. I immediately got
caught up in religion. I immediately did those things to make, to be a better
person and now years later, I'm still doing these things to make myself a better
person because I don't want to put in the same situation I was in before where
my options are limited. I'm trying to make my, I'm trying to put myself in a
position where I have as many options as possible. By having limited options I
would be going right back into the same situation and have to make the same
poor choices, and that's something that I don't want to do. Occasionally man, it's
been some years because I just came from [bench warrant 00:24:01] in 2014 and
I had a lot of family members there visiting me. Yeah, I actually went back, they
looked at the case but it's- Now it's going to federal court. Here, on this unit, very
seldom do I get visits. My daughters promised to come see me, but she don't. My
mom is too old so she doesn't travel.
My sisters and brothers, they just don't come period. They're doing their own
thing I guess. It's been some years man. Since I, the last time I had a constant
visit was 2014 when I was in the county jail. Yeah. The only reason I got them
was because I was back in Lufkin on bench warrant. If I wasn't went back in
Lufkin on bench warrant, I wouldn't have got a visit. Yes, that was my first round
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of appeals. They called me back. I'm about a year, and then they send me back
here. Yeah, it was the county jail. Yeah, they came to see me, my mom, my
family came to see me there, but it was ... Yeah, still is not the same man, you
know, it's a visit. It was just like this. Non contact. You don't get contact visit in
the county jail at all, period. Yeah, she just got out. Matter of fact, she just wrote
me the other night man, she got off, she finally off parole.
She got off on August the 5th. Right now Shea is 24. No, not now. She got off, she
got off August the 24th. August of last year she got off. So she went to jail when
she was like 15 or 16 and she served five years and she got out. When she got
out, did her five years, then she did parole for like two or three years and then
she got off parole. She's off of it now, but she went to prison for a violent crime.
Aggravated robbery. Yes. Yes. All my kids have kids. Yeah, well actually she just
got kids when she got out, they weren't born, when she got out of jail she's still
having babies. They're just babies right now. Same cycle right? It's okay, I'll get
there one day. Yeah, I mean, yeah I guess I get to live longer, maybe that's my
blessing later. When I get out, I get to spend a lot of time with grandkids you
know? You go enjoy it man, when I got those pictures man it melted me.
Yeah I know, I know, I got that from your letter. I understand, I already knew
what it was when I was coming in for the interview. I'm not expecting a whole lot
from you, maybe to get the word out man, maybe it'll help somebody. What I
hope though, what I would like to do, I wish you work with me on my life story.
Let you see it all, and that way you can understand it all and maybe you can get
some answers there to what you're really trying to see. I got it, it's a lot. It's long,
but it's enough there to where you get the information you need. Oh no, no,
that's a joke. After school programs? They don't have that where I'm from. Now
they do maybe, but when I was in school they didn't. Yeah. Yeah. So the cycle
keep going on and on huh? That's what it is man, lack of opportunity and poor
choices. Yeah. You can't- No.
I guess I would say I'm a model inmate, I've had one major case since I've been in
prison. The whole time I was here. Always in school, always trying to do right.
What good is it? I appreciate that. Yeah, I got it right here. Ironic that I got it right
here. 7202, [Shapheka 00:31:30] Davis. S-H-A-P-H-E-K-A. Davis. D-A-V-I-S. Her
address is 7202 [Glendora 00:31:46] Ave. San Antonio, Texas. 78218. If you like
you can talk to her, she'll talk to you. She'll be glad to talk to you. Yes, right here.
210-899-9174. Yeah, I understand. Okay. I hope it helps somebody. I hope so. I
hope so. Can I say this, actually this, yeah make sure I send it to that address that
you gave me. Yes, I need- That way you can see these guys credentials, and you
can see what they said about the case and you'll see that I'm actually innocent.
I don't want to just say it [inaudible 00:33:23], I- Yeah. You have it. You have it.
No, no, I understand. I mean, this is enough. I think I've seen some information
about a book that I'm trying to get published and it's got to do with here. I
almost forgot to mention it to you, and mention it. It's actually about one of my
old cellies, he had AIDs man and he was participating in this sex thing in here and

derrick griffin interview

Page 6 of 7

[00:34:00]

[00:34:30]
[00:35:00]

he was passing it. He went home and he continued to pass it. I put together a
book about it and it should be published, hopefully next month and I think it's a
pretty good book. Maybe the warnings in that book will stop some people from
accepting us at just face value and make us at least take a test to see if we're
sick.
You never know what we're doing in here. Don't nobody know what we're doing.
It's not fair to people out there for somebody to get out of here and be sick and
hide it and take somebody's life, so that's why I wrote the book. Hopefully it'll be
published next month, hopefully. I think it'll do some good too. Hey man, I don't
... I can't give up. No, I'm not giving up. Okay. Okay. Not a problem. Yeah, no
problem. If you need anything else just write and I'll help, I'll help you as much as
I can. All right.

derrick griffin interview

Page 7 of 7

